Environmental Racism in B.C. 
Fracking in Northern B.C.
In this lesson, we will be looking at the impacts of fracking, a process of injecting liquid at high pressure into underground areas in order to force open existing fissures in an effort to extract oil or gas. This method of resource extraction has been met with resistance in recent years due to the environmental and health concerns that arise from the process, which typically involves environmental degradation and widespread subterranean pollution which can cause massive health issues in populations that live nearby. Suggested Grade Range: High School (Grades 9-12). For Earlier grades, consider providing resources yourself instead of having students search for their own; incorporate more in-class or group discussion rather than posting online.
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	Engage

	
	To start out, give this video here a watch; in it, the Green Party MLA Adam Olsen, the representative of Saanich North and the Islands districts of B.C. in 2022, poses a question to B.C.’s NDP government on their awareness of environmental racism and its impact on the First Nations and other communities that are situated near fracking sites.

Consider: the impact and implications of having heavy industry, such as fracking, being conducted near your own home:
· What are some of your concerns regarding your own health?
· Does what MLA Olsen says cause you to think about the government’s approach to these practices?
· Why do you think the health concerns mentioned by MLA Olsen are disproportionately affecting indigenous peoples?
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	Explore

	
	Give this article, written by Malini Ranganthan in 2017, a read. Keep in mind what MLA Olsen mentioned in the video you just watched. Explore what environmental freedom means to you, and what freedom from environmental racism could mean for your community. 

Consider:
· How does this article make you feel about the environmental policies that are being made in B.C.?
· Do you feel like you are impacted by environmental racism?
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	Explain 

	
	As Holifield explains in their 2001 article on Defining Environmental Justice and Environmental  Racism, “Environmental racism is racial discrimination in environmental  policy-making and enforcement of regulations and laws, the deliberate targeting of communities of color for toxic waste facilities, the official sanctioning of the presence of life threat-ening poisons and pollutants for communities of color, and the history of excluding people of color from leadership of the environmental movement” (Holifield, 2001, p. 83). This instance of fracking has all of the hallmarks of this definition of environmental racism; it is the result of governmental policy made that will disproportionately impact areas wherein minority groups, in this case indigenous communities, will face the majority of the potential dangers and environmental impacts.

Activity: Based on the video from the beginning of this lesson, brainstorm some factors of fracking practices in B.C. that constitute environmental racism, as defined in the Explain section. Write these factors down in a post here, and then go and use the internet to find some news articles or journal articles that discuss fracking, and include them in your post. Make sure to mention why you included the resource that you chose.
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	Apply

	
	Based on the readings and videos you have looked at thus far, do you have any concerns about environmental policy in B.C.? What questions or concerns do you have for the community that you live in, or for other communities in B.C.? What are some practices that you are aware of that could constitute environmental racism? If you cannot think of any, try using the internet to find some examples of environmental issues that may be rooted in environmental racism. 
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	Share

	
	Take some time and think about what you and your classmates have written about thus far. Was there any one post, article, or topic covered that really stood out to you?

Activity: Take a minute to compose some thoughts that you have on the topic of environmental racism or on fracking practices in B.C. and consider them within the framework of the Holifield and Malini readings. Share your thoughts here with your classmates through a short (1.5 minute) recording of your thoughts.
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	Reflect

	
	Look back through the activities you and your classmates have completed throughout this section. Take a few minutes to read through your classmates' posts and watch some of their video responses. 

Activity: Reflecting on what you and your classmates have discussed throughout this section, go back and comment on at least 2 of your classmates posts or videos. Reflect on how what they said resonated with you, or how what you talked about in your post or video relates to theirs. For the posts, use this link here, and for the videos, use this link here. Make sure to keep things respectful!
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	Extend

	
	To access the resources below, check with your institution’s library catalog or use Google Scholar to check availability.
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